
African Elephants 

Elephants are the largest land mammals on earth and have distinctly massive bodies, large 

ears, and long trunks. The African elephant is the largest of all elephant species and weighs 

up to eight tons. Two genetically different African subspecies exist: the savannah and the 

forest elephant, with a number of characteristics that differentiate them both. 

What do elephants look like? 

Elephants have tough grey skin and large ears. They have a long nose called a trunk that they 

use to drink water. African elephants have bigger ears than Indian elephants but all species 

have tusks to protect them from other animals.  

 

Tusks and trunks 

Elephant ears radiate heat to help keep these large 

animals cool, but sometimes the African heat is too much. 

Elephants are fond of water and enjoy showering by 

sucking water into their trunks and spraying it all over 

themselves. Afterwards, they often spray their skin with 

a protective coating of dust. 

An elephant's trunk is actually a long nose used for 

smelling, breathing, trumpeting, drinking, and also for 

grabbing things—especially a potential meal. The trunk 

alone contains about 40,000 muscles. African elephants 

have two finger-like features on the end of their trunk 

that they can use to grab small items.  

Both male and female African elephants have tusks, which 

are continuously growing teeth. They use these tusks to dig for food and water and strip 

bark from trees. Males, whose tusks tend to be larger than females’, also use their tusks to 

battle one another. 

 

Elephant poo! 

Since elephants only digest 45% of their food, and the waste product is mostly fibre, 

elephant dung can fairly easily be made into paper. Amazingly, an elephant can generate 

enough dung to make 115 sheets of paper a day. They eat 4 bales of hay a day producing poo 

that weighs 10 times the weight of Charlie, a one year old! An elephant’s intestines are 20 

metres long but their stomach and intestines are pretty useless. They are large but not 

clever and so the poo is not well digested.  

An African Elephant in its 

natural habitat. 
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